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Wednesdays with Ernie’s ‘A Team’ 
By Bev Bancroft 
 
Extra help is always needed for a variety of jobs: meet at the Park Office, Wednesdays 9 am - 12:00 noon with morn-
ing tea at 10.30 am (3 "C"s - Cuppa, Cake & Chat) 
 
 
GRASSLANDS 
We have really been busy - a lot of weeding (bags & bags), mowing and planting of grasses mostly Dantho-
nias & Themeda species.   
It was a real picture in Spring - Choc Lillies, Burchardia & Caesia Pimelia & the Purple Diuris (over 100) and 
regeneration of our grasses. 
 
Last Wednesday (last volunteer day) - coldest day, rain & hail.  Lucky that we had morning tea to keep our 
hands warm - finished early at 10:30 am - TOO WET !!! 
 
MULCHING 
Many mornings have been spent on our favourite - mowing & raking mulch ( after some weeding) in car-
parks 5,6,7 & 8.  Some of the team spent time helping with the chipper and others have been out & about 
with fence mapping. 
 
VISITORS CENTRE 
A morning spent here weeding, mulching & general tidy up.  Looks great. 
 
COMMUNITY GARDEN 
Ernie away - A very productive morning spent clipping, pruning, weeding & mulching and also general 
maintenance of the area. 
Great Job - well done to the team.  Comments on the Open Day were that it all looked fantastic. 
 
SCHOOLS 
Mentone Girls Grammar have completed their year of community involvement.  They have been a tremen-
dous help with seed cleaning, pot washing and helped in producing over 4,000 grasses for our grassland 
project.  This has been very much appreciated. 
 
Wednesday afternoons will continue 1 pm - 3 pm in the Friends Community Garden returning Wednesday 
8th January, 2014 after the Xmas break. 
 
 
Resuming From Wednesday February 5th, 2014 
Wednesdays 9 am - 12 noon 
- meet at the Park Office 
- morning tea provided 
Help is needed for a variety of jobs - everyone is most welcome. 
 

 
Help Urgently Required: 
 
Are you interested in becoming the editor for the F riends Newsletter? 
 
If so please call Margaret Hunter on the below numb er. 
 

Friends of Braeside Park Inc. 
Lower Dandenong Rd. Braeside 3195  (Melway Map 88 D8) President:  Margaret Hunter, 9588 0867 
Postal Address: PO Box 608 Braeside, Vic. 3195  Secretary:  Margaret Hunter 
ACN:  A 002 4027 B       Treasurer:  Bev Bancroft, 9551 4578 
Phone: 9265 7300       Editor:   Des Lucas, 0418 173 228 
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This Edition of the Newsletter will provide a furth er insight into some of 
the groups that use our parks. 
 
Alpha Autism Southern Transitions Group. 

Alpha autism is an organisa-
tion specialising in the assis-
tance of adults of all ages with 
ASD. From community centres 
and our own permanent sites in 
nearly all corners of Mel-
bourne, we offer structured 
support with a focus on com-
munication, social skills and 
other living skills.  
 
 
Parks Victoria has joined us in 
providing a volunteer work 
program for a small local Al-
pha group known as Southern 
Transitions.  I t has been great 

to see how readily this 
group have taken to learn-
ing skills around the work 
we are doing for Parks 
Victoria.  Each individual 
has their own strengths 
and also faces their own 
challenges and while 
working with them this 
year, I was pleased to re-
alise that each of these 
challenges, given the rele-
vant planning and com-
munication, can be met 
with specialised support.  
The program which in-
volves learning the safe 
use of land care equip-
ment for basic grounds 
maintenance has been enjoyable for our small team and it  has also highlighted the individuality of 
each person and the unique nature of their specific way of learning.  They should be and are com-
mended for their efforts so far.  The support that our clients, and we as an organisation have been 
provided by Parks Victoria specifically Head Ranger Des Lucas, is an indication of what great po-
tential exists within this partnership. Working in lovely scenery on meaningful activity in the park 
has been fantastic for the group and we look forward to continuing in this direction next year. 

�
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Portraits of Braeside Park—Poems by Jill Dawson: 
 

The Wetland Birds 
 

The wetlands serve our environment’s needs, 
���������	
�
�����
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������  
enticement of birdlife is matter of fact, 

in this most diverse of all habitats. 
 

You can watch birds bask as well as perform 
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���������
������	
���������  

many a habit may discover 
as they paddle and play, glide or hover. 

 
Of course you’ll witness the water waders, 

�����
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����  
permanent water ensures they’ll be found, 

wading in shallows all year round. 
 

The highly amusing white pelican, 
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together they form an impressive sight, 
quite colourful rather than black and white. 

 
Wanderers such as the Japanese snipe, 
visit us with the sharp-tailed sandpiper, 

migrating from the northern hemisphere, 
when winter is there and summer is here. 

 
We’ve acquired a wealth of worldly wisdom 

about wetlands as an ecosystem, 
we should feel proud that we have such a place, 
where so many birds choose to call home base. 

 



Newsletter No 6—November / December 2013 

Page  10 

Park Report: 
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Photo’s by Linda Atkins: 
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Newsletter contributions from, Bev Bancroft,  John Burns,  Joanne Cody, Margaret and Ian Lang-
don, Steve McDonald and Park Staff 
 
Contact us via email on information@braesideparkfriends.org.au 
 
Postal Address — Friends of Braeside Park, PO Box 608, Braeside, Victoria. 3195 
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Activity Calendar 2014  
Weekday Project: 

Every Wednesday with Ranger staff commencing at 9:00 am from the Park Office. Activities 
can include, weeding, mowing weeds, mulching, planting, fencing etc. 
 

 
Community Garden:  

3rd Sunday monthly 9:30 am to 12:00 Noon. 
A short meeting followed by various garden and nursery activities. 
 
 

Nursery—Plant Propagation: 
1st Saturday, 1st Monday and 3rd Sunday from 10:00 am to 12:00 Noon. 

 Undertaking a variety of propagation activities. To confirm your attendance call 9551 4578. 
 

 
Committee Meeting 

The 4th Monday, monthly at 1:00 pm at the Visitor Centre. 
The Committee meets to make decisions about the running of the group. 
 

 
Water Quality Monitoring: 

The 3rd Tuesday, monthly at 9:00 from the Park Office.  
Water Samples are taken and monitored from the Dingley Waterway and Wetland.  
 

 
Bird Observations: 
 A set bird observation is completed monthly around the main wetland. 
 Call Ranger Glen Oliphant on 9265 7300 to become park of this program. 
 
 
Special Activities: 
 Nightwalks are offered from April through to September. Gold Coin Donation. For details 
 and bookings please call 9551 4578. 
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